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Chairmans notes

One of the milestones of the past year was the passing of Harry Patch, the last 
veteran of the Great War trenches. I hardly need reminders of the passing of time 
but Harrys’ death strikes a chord. As a choir boy Armistice Sunday meant a packed 
church. From our vantage point we saw war veterans proudly stand, possibly some 
younger than I am now. As for the second world war veterans some would be under 
the age of forty and now latter Octogenarians.
 December 10th had a superb weather forecast.. Despite an evening of dancing in 
prospect we cycled along the canal to Durleigh Reservoir before the long climb to 
The Pines. As lunchtime approached we diverted to Enmore Church in the hope of 
a suitable picnic spot. A Queens Silver Jubilee seat provided a perfect venue 
against a sun-drenched south wall. Red Admiral and Tortoiseshell butterflies clung 
to the wall basking in the warmth and the only sounds were from nuthatches in the 
Yews and chattering Jackdaws.
The church was unlocked to reveal a fairly plain church except for the East Window. 
Our attention was drawn to a memorial on the wall to the owner of Barfoot House 
who died  aged 100, a veteran of the Crimea. Given he was presumably wealthy 
and therefore able to receive ample medical care before the N.H.S., could afford 
nursing care if necessary and the normal life expectancy of men pre-war, we 
wondered if this man could have been the oldest surviving soldier from the Crimea.
Whether your cycling highlights are Coffee stops, rural architecture, our fantastic 
countryside or simply getting the miles in, may you find the new decade constantly 
rewarding. 

Club Questionnaire
Compared with the club of twenty years ago Wellington Wheelers is very different 
today. Gone are the days of large groups of various abilities leaving Longforth 
Road, evening ten mile time trials, an annual early start twenty-five and a club room.
We now have well supported coffee stop meets and social events plus a 
programme of highly successful Audax events twice a year which keep the name of 
this club known far and wide for the right reasons.
Our committee has kept things ticking over efficiently through the years despite the 
changes and ‘maturing’ membership. All members are invited annually to our 
A.G.M. which is attended mainly by the same folk each time. We have a large 
membership thanks to so many who annually rejoin but we are concerned that 
some may feel we are out of step with your requirements.
Concerted attempts are being made to ensure your needs and ideas are reviewed. 
As an initial move you are being invited to fill out a questionnaire which will be sent 
to you within the next month. Already, with feedback following the recent A.G.M., 
constructive suggestions have been received. Please return the Questionnaire for 
our consideration by the date on the form.  Bob Ellis



Club Rides
1st January Mince Pie Run 
3rd January North Curry
10th January Mallards, Tiverton
17th January Escott
24th January Padbrook Park
31st January Torre Cider Farm
7th February North Curry
14th February Mallards, Tiverton
21st February Escott
28th February Padbrook Park
7th March North Curry
14th March Mallards, Tiverton
21st March Escott
28th March Padbrook Park

Meet at Longforth Road at 09.00hrs.

The Mince Pie run will meet at Tim Lamb’s house, 48 Redlake Drive, Taunton, TA1 
2RS, from 10.30 to11.30, and at John and Margaret Paramore’s house, West 
Winds, Woodgate, Culmstock,EXi5 3SU from 12.00 onwards.

Club Audax
A Club Audax will run on the 18th April at Bishops Lydeard, and the second one on 
the 18th July at Bishops Hull. Full details will be in the next newsletter.
For more details or offers of help contact Dave Sanders, 34 Blackdown Road, 
Priorswood, Taunton. TA2 8EZ. Phone 01823 354477

Local Audax
 100  28 Feb  North Petherton, S of Bridgwater    Dunkery Dash
  09:00  Sun  AA1.5  [1600m]  BP  £5.00    Alan  Windridge
200  07 Mar  Exeter    Mad March Coasts and Quantocks
  08:00  Sun  AA1.5  [2725m]  BRM  £5.00    Pippa  Wheeler
  100  07 Mar  Exeter    Mad March Exeter Excursion
  09:00  Sun  BP  £5.00    Pippa  Wheeler
 100  21 Mar  Minehead    Exmoor Spring
  09:30  Sun  BP  £3.00    Pam  Almond

Cycle Jumble.
A heartfelt thank you to everyone that turned up and supported this event. 
The cycle jumble was a fantastic success -  apart from the hall being a hive of 
activity throughout the day, and lots of cake / bacon baps being consumed, our 
takings for the day were £892, giving us a  "Profit" after costs of £744.   This will, 
with some of our other fund raising activities, enable us to make a donation to St 
Margaret's of well in excess of £1000!  Without the support of your club members 
we would not have raised such an amount.  
The money raised from events such as this one is essential to the continued 
funding of St Margaret's Somerset Hospice and I am sure will be gratefully received 



by them.
Once again a very big thank you for your support and generosity.

Ross Friend (for and on behalf of Cycle Somerset).

Christmas Lunch
This was a great success, 38 Wheelers attended and I understand a great time 
was had by all and good cycling weather, which was an improvement after last 
years floods.

Dear All,
This is just a brief note to say 'Thank You' to the many members who phoned or sent me Get 
Well cards after my road accident a year ago. Although back living alone in Wellington within 
two months of my September car crash, I was not well enough to send out 'Thank You' notes 
or Xmas greetings last year.
But as we now approach Xmas 2009 I'm glad to say that my fractured ribs, pelvis and other 
bits have mostly healed up. I am only left with a breathing problem which is still under 
investigation. And cycling has been my lifesaver. I found I was able to ride my bike before I 
could actually sit comfortably on chairs. Needless to say, I ride rather slower than in the past! 
Also, with help from my children I was able to sell up my big Wellington house and move 



back to my old Wiveliscombe flat. Hopefully I'll be able to sell up and make the long-planned 
move to Brighton in the coming year.
Best wishes to all. And keep cycling!

Bill McNicholas.

Editors Notes 
       

Most members have rejoined the club but a few have not. If these people wish to 
rejoin would they please contact Dave Barker as soon as possible.
The Newsletter will in future come out quarterly as the committee are cutting down 
on the number of meetings. It is getting harder to get folk to serve on the committee 
and we do not have a chairman after the end of this year.
If you have any articles, news, or contributions please send to Alan Will, 23 Plain 
Pond  Wiveliscombe, Taunton, TA4 2UB, Phone 01984 624665, E-mail 
awill@abelgratis.co.uk.
Anyone who would like to receive their newsletter by E-mail please give me your E-
mail address and I will send it as a PDF.
May you all have a Prosperous New Year.  Alan

.More diners at the Christmas Lunch


